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The 


invention relates to corapns , 


, and methods 


for isolating 


nucleic 


acid: 



from biol . samples, including whole tissue. The 
method comprises contacting the biol. sample with a disrupting 
buffer contg. proteases (e.g., Proteinase K) and a 
cationic surfactant (e.g., CTAB) . The cationic 

surfactant is then neutralized either by its removal or by use of 

a second nonionic surfactants (e.g., Tween 20). Nucleic acids are then 

isolated by binding to a solid phase, such as glass 

fiber GF/B filters. The effects of cationic surfactants on activity of 
proteinase K, and the soly. of surfactants in different chaotropes is 
investigated to identify optimal cationic surfactants and salts. The 
invention also provides kits for isolating nucleic acids from biol. 
samples . 
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